
  

THE FORENSIC ACCOUNTING CREDENTIAL DEFINED 

The FORENSIC ACCOUNTING CREDENTIAL signifies a CPA forensic accounting expert.  The 
FORENSIC ACCOUNTING CREDENTIAL holder combines specialized forensic accounting 
knowledge and skills with the experience and expertise that makes CPAs one of the most trusted 
business advisors. The FORENSIC ACCOUNTING CREDENTIAL holder applies this combined 
expertise to a variety of service areas including: 
 

Service Areas 
• Bankruptcy and Insolvency 
• Computer Forensics 
• Economic Damages 
• Family Law 
• Fraud Investigations 
• Litigation Support 
• Stakeholder Disputes 
• Valuations 

 
These service areas are shown in the outer ring of Diagram A below.  The service areas are built 
upon the core CPA skills, fundamental forensic knowledge (e.g., basic understanding of Federal 
and State Rules of Evidence, interviewing techniques), and specialized forensic knowledge (e.g., 
electronic discovery, fact finding for asset searches).   
 
Diagram A. The Forensic Accounting Credential 
 

 
 
 
 
The key to the differentiation of forensic accounting services is the potential for the work product 
to end up in some type of legal or administrative venue – a court of law is one example. As a 
result, the forensic accounting credential holder must conduct his or her work in a manner that will 
withstand the type of scrutiny encountered in a courtroom, boardroom or other 
legal/administrative venue. 
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